Focus teaching points adapted from Calkins’ Curricular Plans for the Writing Workshop

Realistic Fiction Writing

	Grade 1
	Grade 2
	Grade 3
	Grade 4

	· Creating characters like ourselves or the people we know

· Writing first pages of possible stories with our character(s) in mind

· Imagining problems our characters might face

· Working with writing partners to develop fiction stories

· Writing important scenes with dialogue, action and thinking

· Using phrases to let our readers know something important is about to happen

· Showing how our character and other characters react to problems

· Writing strong leads and powerful endings of fiction stories

· Revising by adding and removing parts of our stories

· Revising by rewriting and stretching out the most important part

· Revising after studying mentor texts

· Revising by rereading to make sure writing is clear and easy to follow

· Editing to make our stories easy to read
	· Generating and trying out story ideas 

· Rehearsing and planning for stories

· Making our characters real by deciding what they want or need

· Planning for writing by acting out what the character does, says or feels

· Making mind movies to help us picture and write a scene with detail

· Using transitions to move from one scene to the next

· Showing rather than telling characters’ feelings

· Including dialogue
	· Drawing from our own lives and imagining what could be to generate ideas for fiction stories

· Identifying what our characters desire and the obstacles in their way

· Developing characters and setting

· Drafting story mountains

· Planning for writing by acting out scenes and telling the story

· Showing time and place in our stories

· Crafting and revising endings

· Revising with an intent to “re-see” our stories with a fresh pair of eyes

· Editing to present stories clearly
	· Drawing from our own lives for story ideas
· Considering stories that we wish existed to spark our own ideas 

· Identifying what our characters desire and the obstacles in their way

· Developing characters and setting

· Drafting story mountains

· Crafting leads and endings

· Revising with an intent to “re-see” our stories with a fresh pair of eyes

· Editing as an essential part of publishing
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