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	Month
	Unit of Study
	Teaching Focus Points
	ELA Framework 

	September
	Reading Workshop

Launching the Reading Workshop:  Taking Charge of Reading
	· Taking charge of your own reading

· Ways to confirm just-right books

· Making plans and setting goals for reading

· Thinking before, during, and after reading

· Monitoring for meaning while reading
· Reading a variety of genres for different purposes
· Thinking, reading and talking about books with partners to grow ideas

· Being an independent problem solver
	Reading Standards for Literature (RL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10

Reading Standards for Information (RI)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills (RF)

· 3, 3a-3f, 4, 4a-4c

Writing Standards (W)

·  3, 5, 6, 8

Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Language Standards (L)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 5a, 6

	
	Writing Workshop Launching the Writing Workshop with Small Moments
	· Writing small moment stories

· Writing stories that matter to us

· Rehearsing stories

· Developing small moment stories

· Revising by focusing on the most important part of the story

· Revealing the internal story

· Revising and editing with partners
	

	October
	Reading Workshop
Tackling Trouble:  Hard Words and Tricky Parts of Books


	· Noticing tricky parts and using strategies to problem solve

· Chunking parts of words, using meaning as well as phonics

· Thinking about the kind of word that makes sense in a tricky part of the text

· Paying close attention to the parts of a tricky word

· Noticing when to slow down for problem solving and when to read words “in a snap”

· Noticing and fixing reading mistakes

· Making sure not to just read the words, but also to understand 

· Building stamina and setting new reading goals
	· RL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10

· RI 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

· RF 3, 3a-3f, 4, 4a-4c

· W 3, 5, 6, 8

· SL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

· L 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 5a, 6

	
	Writing Workshop
Authors as Mentors

Through Early November
	· Studying a mentor author by reading that author’s work

· Learning about the craft of writing from the mentor author

· Noticing the strategies of the mentor author

· Writing many moments stories

· Studying new authors as mentors

· Emulating authors in important ways

· Writing “About the Author” descriptions
	


	November
	Reading Workshop

Understanding Characters in Books
	Thinking, talking, and writing about our reading:
· Getting to know characters by understanding their wants and problems

· Adding information about setting and the characters lives’ to what we know so far

· Making, confirming, and revising predictions

· Keeping track of characters’ actions using post-it notes (and using these post-its for retelling)

· Monitoring our reading; noticing confusing or unexpected parts

· Using text evidence to support our understanding of characters

· Noticing when characters out “out of character”

· Noticing characters’ feelings and how feelings change across a book

· Using post-it notes to organize our thinking about characters and prepare for partner conversations

· Talking with partners about characters to grow ideas 

· Thinking about the “big ideas” in our books

· Noticing how characters change over time

· Learning from characters and their stories
	· RL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10

· RI 10

· RF 3, 3a-3f, 4, 4a-4c

· W 3, 5, 6, 7, 8

· SL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

· L 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 5a, 6

	
	Writing Workshop 
Writing and Revising Realistic Fiction

Beginning Early November through Early December
	· Generating and trying out story ideas 

· Rehearsing and planning for stories

· Making our characters real by deciding what they want or need

· Planning for writing by acting out what the character does, says or feels

· Making mind movies to help us picture and write a scene with detail

· Using transitions to move from one scene to the next

· Showing rather than telling characters’ feelings

· Including dialogue
· Building tension by including a problem a character will need to solve

· Revising by adding or removing parts from our stories

· Revising by rewriting and stretching out the most important part

· Revising beginning and endings

· Rereading to make sure writing is clear and easy to follow

· Editing, Publishing, Celebrating
	

	December
	Reading Workshop  

Reading Nonfiction


	Thinking, talking, and writing about our reading:
· Previewing nonfiction books by looking at text features 

· Pausing to take in information as we read nonfiction

· Looking for topic sentences as we read

· Retelling with partners; teaching partners what we’ve learned
· Gaining information from nonfiction text features 

· Responding to nonfiction as we read: jotting down questions and ideas

· Finding the answers to our questions

· Applying many strategies for tackling tricky words in nonfiction texts

· Comparing and contrasting books on a similar topic with partners

· Making quick notes about a topic across different sources

· Sharing our new learning
	· RL 10

· RI 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

· RF 3, 3a-3f, 4, 4a-4c

· W 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8

· SL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

L 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 5a, 6

	
	Writing Workshop

Expert Projects: Informational Writing

Beginning Early/Mid December through January

	· Brainstorming expert topics

· Choosing a topic that we could teach others

· Drafting a plan for how the book will go; setting up for well-organized texts; using a Table of Contents
· Deciding on the types of paper and formats that best match each section 

· Drafting and revising an introduction
	

	January
	Reading Workshop  

Series Reading and Cross-Genre Book Clubs

Continued through mid- February


	Thinking, talking, and writing about our reading:
· Getting to know books in a series—the predictable patterns, how a particular series goes, predictable character traits

· Noticing new elements—things that are out of ordinary 
· Paying attention to important parts—when the main character experiences trouble, seems to change, or experiences a big feeling

· Asking questions and making predictions to deepen understanding

· Using Post-its to develop our thinking

· Using and organizing Post-its to prepare for conversations with club mates 

· Comparing and contrasting books in a series with partners

· Listening actively and building on each other’s ideas

· Stopping at the end of a chunk of text to ask, “Do I understand what is happening?”
· Reflecting on the big ideas: “Was the author trying to teach me something?”
	· RL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
· RI 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

· RF 3, 3a-3f, 4, 4a-4c
· W 2, 5, 6, 7, 8
· SL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

L 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 5a, 6



	
	Writing Workshop

Expert Projects: Informational Writing

Continued from December

	· Revising to better organize, clarify and elaborate
· Supporting claims with evidence and supporting details

· Using vocabulary and terminology specific to the topic
· Drawing revision strategies from mentor texts

· Researching one’s topic to dig deeper

· Including related “small-moments” or narrative bits

· Editing, Publishing, Celebrating
	

	February
	Reading Workshop

Reading and Role-Playing: Fiction, Folktales, and Fairy Tales
Beginning late February – March
	Thinking, talking, and writing about reading:
· Turning the books we read into dramas

· Reenacting parts of the books as we listen

· Using facial expressions and body gestures to look and sound like the character

· Noticing details and clues to help us understand our characters

· Empathizing, envisioning and inferring to help understand characters

· Using interpretations of a character’s thoughts/feelings to act like them
	· RL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
· RI 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

· RF 3, 3a-3f, 4, 4a-4c
· W 1

· SL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
· L 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 5a, 6



	
	Writing Workshop

Opinion Writing: Persuasive Reviews


	· Writing reviews in the form of persuasive letters

· Writing to convince and persuade

· Using specific details and reasons to support an argument

· Using oral rehearsal to plan for a new review

· Using details and precise language to help readers envision our experiences
· Reading other reviews as mentor texts

· Making notes to indicate where we need to do a little research (e.g. name of an author, spelling of a character from a book, price of an item)

· Including a small-moment (mini) story to illustrate an experience

· Using the introduction as a place to build credibility for ourselves as reviewers

· Revising by taking away parts that don’t support our claim

· Quoting experts, anticipating and including readers’ questions, revising endings
· Revising, editing and publishing our best work and favorite reviews

· Creating an anthology of different types of reviews
	· 

	March
	Reading Workshop  

Reading and Role-Playing: Fiction, Folktales, and Fairy Tales

Continued from February


	· Keeping notes about characters to prepare for acting

· Rereading to build fluency

· Using specific examples from the text and precise words to support interpretation of characters 

· Thinking like directors—considering HOW a character might act 

· Knowing the difference between a feeling and a trait and using evidence to support our theories about feelings/traits

· Understanding and discovering different personality types and archetypes in children’s literature (e.g. villain, hero, sidekick, wise advisor)

· Noticing patterns of behavior in these archetypes

· Using what we know about types of characters to predict what will happen

· Noticing familiar character types in fairy tales, folktales, and fables

· Considering the lesson or message of the stories we read
	· RL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
· RI 10

· RF 3, 3a-3f, 4, 4a-4c
· W 3

· SL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
· L 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 5a, 6

	
	Writing Workshop

Adaptations of Familiar Fairy Tales


	· Writing our own adaptations by considering parts of the original story that we’d want to change

· Sketching and jotting to remember the parts we want to include

· Revising plans by re-reading, re-studying and re-thinking the fairy tales being studied

· Rewriting to change stereotypes

· Planning across pages in a booklet using storytelling and fairytale language

· Acting out the scenes to refine our writing

· Rereading to notice and revise sentence variety

· Stretching out the problem to build tension

· Using lots of action, dialogue and show-not-tell to keep the reader nervous and on the edge of her seat

· Drawing on the earlier character unit to create engaging characters

· Writing each scene as if it were a small-moment story

· Including a lesson in our stories
	· 

	April
	Reading Workshop

Nonfiction Reading Clubs
	· Preparing to talk about topics with reading club members

· Explaining and discussing information rather than reading with club members

· Reading closely to find the main ideas in the text

· Explaining what we’ve learned with a short statement

· Identifying the whole-book topic and the subtopic of a section

· Thinking about how a fact is related to a section of text, a heading, or the main topic of the whole text

· Explaining confusions to club members

· Talking about club members’ confusions with text

· Reacting to the information in our books

· Envisioning what the author is trying to teach us

· Asking questions and pushing ourselves to answer them in order to grow ideas

· Sharing our revised thinking with club members

· Using the ideas from our reading to make action plans for our own lives

· Comparing information in books to our own lives

· Comparing and contrasting different kinds or parts of the same larger topic
· Discussing differences in new information with club members

· Asking questions of club members to help them grow ideas
	· RL 10
· RI 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

· RF 3, 3a-3f, 4, 4a-4c
· W MA3a, 4, 5, 6, 10

· SL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
· L 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 5a, 6

	
	Writing Workshop

Poetry: Powerful Thoughts in Tiny Packages
	· Generating topics by thinking of special people and places, big feelings, things we love

· Generating topics by looking at ordinary, everyday things in new ways

· Writing with small, observant and honest details

· Using precise words to express feelings

· Using the five senses to discover meaningful details to add to poems
· Revising by rereading poems aloud, matching voices to the feelings behind the words and fixing the words to make it sound “just right” 
· Using line breaks to divide words to make them read “like music”

· Showing, not telling, to convey an important message or feeling

· Using repetition of words or phrases to express important feelings

· Using similes, metaphors, and dialogue to create images
· Working with partners to revise

· Using a variety of strategies to make our writing sound less like stories and more like poetry

· Editing, publishing, and celebrating our poetry work
	· 

	Mid-May – June
	Reading Workshop

Readers Can Read about Science Topics to Become Experts
	· Building up a base of knowledge on a topic 

· Considering how one section of a text is related to the whole topic

· Reading small sections of text and stopping to think about how we will teach our partner about the information

· Determining the main ideas of each part of a text

· Telling the main idea in a phrase rather than a word

· Using background knowledge and experiences to understand reading about a topic

· Using the information we learn from text features to understand the big ideas of a text

· Identifying important ideas to share with partners

· Collecting and using the words we learn when talking about our topic

· Noticing similar and different information across different texts on the same topic

· Sharing evidence for our thinking with book clubs

· Preparing for book clubs by identifying big ideas for discussion

· Noticing when information from one author contradicts with information from another author

· Wondering and questioning while reading

· Noticing when what we think we know contradicts with what an author is saying

· Bringing different types of questions to book clubs

· Bringing questions from our science inquiry to reading about the topic

· Formulating questions from our science reading that we want to explore more deeply in science or writing workshop
	· RL 10
· RI 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

· RF 3, 3a-3f, 4, 4a-4c
· W 2, 5, 6, 7, 8

· SL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
· L 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 5a, 6


	
	Writing Workshop

Informational Writing about Science
	· Recording information as we observe and study science topics

· Drawing detailed pictures and using precise vocabulary to label pictures

· Keeping detailed notes as we conduct experiments

· Using conversational prompts (see chart) to support talk and inferential thinking

· Generating questions we want to pursue and writing down our ideas in response to these questions

· Working with partners to test out our ideas 

· Drawing from conversational prompts (see chart) to generate writing 

· Writing step-by-step procedural pieces based on our experiments

· Revising with partners for clarity to make our  experiments replicable

· Studying nonfiction mentor texts to get ready to write  informational/ experiment books (“lab reports”)

· Rereading notes to look for the big ideas we want to teach others

· Drawing from mentor texts to write powerful introductions 

· Writing conclusions that are persuasive and full of voice (see chart)

· Revising by using nonfiction text features

· Revising by drawing on all of the strategies we know from earlier units and from mentor texts

· Editing and “fancying up” writing and pictures for our readers
	· 


