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	Grade 2
Unit Overview
Lessons from the Masters: Improving Narrative Writing

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Discovering small moments that matter, generating ideas for writing

· Using tiny topic notepads to study everyday moments

· Stretching out small moments

· Crafting powerful endings

· Rereading writing to make sure it makes sense and sounds right

· Setting goals and making plans for writing

· Revising with intent

· Trying out craft moves learned from mentor authors

· Studying mentor texts for word choice; revising for precise and specific language

· Studying a mentor author by reading that author’s work

· Rereading and editing for mini-celebrations

· Learning craft moves from any mentor author

· Working with partners to help one another as writers

· Editing and preparing for publication

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)

·   3, 5, 6, 8
Language Standards (L)

· 1, 2, 3, 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Studying the masters for inspiration and ideas
· Noticing author’s craft: studying imagery, tension, and literary language in Owl Moon

· Studying our own authors 

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· Lessons from the Masters: Improving Narrative Writing from the Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing, Grade 2
· Online resources at Heinemann.com. A variety of resources to accompany this and the other Grade 2 Units of Study for Teaching Writing are available online through Heinemann.  To access and download this information, you will first need to set up a free account.  Once you have a Heinemann account, use the following code to access the Writing Resources: WUOS_GR2.  The first time you use the code, you will be prompted to provide information from the spiral-bound teaching resources from the kit to prove that you have a copy of the Units of Study. 


	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	· Owl Moon, Jane Yolen

· The Leaving Morning, Angela Johnson

Three favorite authors are used widely in the primary grades for teaching the author’s craft: Donald Crews, Angela Johnson, and Ezra Jack Keats. 

Your students may already be familiar with some of these authors.  If not, you may want to start with these authors and these mentor texts that can be found in your building: The Leaving Morning and A Sweet Smell of Roses (Angela Johnson), The Snowy Day and Pet Show! (Ezra Jack Keats), and Short Cut (Donald Crews). 
New options for children include: My Father’s Hands (Joanne Ryder), I Love My Hair and Bippity Bop Barbershop (Natasha Anastasia Tarpley), and many of Kevin Henkes’ books (including, for example, Sheila Rae, the Brave, Wemberly Worried, and Sheila Rae’s Peppermint Stick).

	Tips for the Unit
	· This unit simultaneously launches writing workshop and lifts the quality of narrative writing for second graders by engaging children in studying the craft moves of other authors.  Session one is intended for the first day of school and is intended to motivate, excite and send a message right from the start that writing will take a central place in your classroom.  

· We recommend you read the “Welcome to the Unit” section on pages vi-x to orient you to the unit.
· Since most of your children will already have had two years of narrative writing and are familiar with the language of “small moments” this unit begins by reminding them of all they already know, rather than reintroducing concepts that are quite familiar.
· As children discover the techniques and strategies authors use to make their writing come alive, it is a central goal of the unit that children will be motivated to return to their own writing to try out these strategies themselves. 
· This is the first of many writing units of the year.  The standard for publishing should be that they revise and edit their best piece through lenses you are teaching, then meet with final small groups to teach “one more thing” for editing purposes.  Once those changes are made, allow students to celebrate.  More time-consuming publishing processes will occur in subsequent units.  You want to keep the pace and energy up with this unit since it is a launching of the year’s writing.
· Many teachers express that their students are stumped when it comes to “About the Text” questions on the Benchmark Assessment System (BAS).  These questions assess the degree to which students can infer the writer’s purpose and craft decisions.  As you dive into this unit, you will find that your students are much more comfortable thinking about texts from a writer’s perspective.   In other words, as children “read like writers,” you will see growth in both their reading and their writing.  
· Lessons from the Masters builds on what children know about Small Moments and introduces the idea of “many small moment” stories.  The goal with Small Moments is ultimately that our children write narratives with focus and with meaning.  Sometimes these Small Moments will describe a short period of time, but the time allotment is not what matters most—it’s the level of focus.  To prepare children to write full stories with focus and meaning, the next step for second graders is to learn a strategy for developing more complete pieces.  One way to do this is to string together “many small moments” that are connected to one another. 
· Many lessons on conventions are woven throughout the sessions, but can also be found within information for “conferring and small group work” and the “mid-workshop teaching”.  When you notice trends among most students related to conventions (letter formation, punctuation, high frequency words), we encourage you to insert these lessons into your weekly plan.  If you find that only a small group needs instruction in a particular topic, this is a time in which you could pull a strategy group during Writing Workshop.  You also might decide to insert your own “bend” with a focus on punctuation or add in a mini-unit at the end of this one to do some inquiry work around punctuation. 

	Materials and Resources
	· Tiny Topic Notebooks: Teach children to live “writerly lives” by giving them tiny notebooks to carry to/from school.  These tiny notebooks are a place for children to jot/sketch details from their lives as fuel for later writing.  
Student: 

· Writing Folder (preferably a two-pocket folder with one side labeled “Done” and the other side labeled “Still Working” or “In Progress” and one with grommets in the middle to hold resource sheets (e.g. list of texts created, individual word wall list)
Teacher:

· Writing Folder for modeling

· Teacher-generated writing for modeling

Writing Center:

· Different types of paper (landscape/portrait orientation, fully lined/lined and picture space, etc.)

· Tools for creating books (stapler, stapler remover, glue stick for revisions, revision strips, etc.)

Anchor charts, co-constructed with students, that support brainstorming, generating seed ideas, revision and editing strategies

	Assessment
	· Baseline narrative prompt: http://ppsgrade2.weebly.com/assessment1.html


	Celebrations
	· Provide children with an opportunity to select a favorite piece to revise, edit, and publish.  

· Be sure to provide an authentic forum for your children to share their writing through reading aloud to peers, buddies from other classrooms and/or adult guests.  The only parameter is that we caution you about celebrations in which each child shares one-at-a-time to the whole class.  These sessions tend to take more time than audience members have the stamina for! 
· For celebration ideas that invite in special guests and family members, and for organizing a celebration in small groups, see the Celebration section on pages 159-164.
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