

Grade 2

Assessment:  Writing a Narrative Across Pages
	Getting Ready:

· Writing booklets for each student, with plenty of pages (5) and plenty of lines on each page (more than 5)
· Loose pages for students to add more to their booklets if needed

	One-Day Assessment:

1. Tell children that you are excited to start your second grade writing workshop and that you would love to see what they can do as writers of true stories.

2. Explain that you will give them each a booklet that they’ll use to draw and then write a story on one particular thing that they did.  Say:

I am really eager to understand what you can do as writers of narratives, of stories. So today, will you please write the best personal narrative, the best Small Moment story, that you can write?  Make this be the story of one time in your life.  You might focus on just a scene or two.  You’ll have only today’s writing workshop time to write this true story, so you’ll need to plan, draft, revise, and edit in one day.  Write in a way that allows you to show off all you know about narrative writing.

Read aloud the following, written on a large piece of chart paper:

· In your writing, make sure you:

· Make a beginning for your story.

· Show what happened, in order.

· Use details to help readers picture your story.

· Make an ending for your story.

3. Provide students with 30 - 50 minutes of actual writing time and refrain from giving reminders or assistance.  Be supportive but allow students to demonstrate what they can do on their own.  This should not feel like a “test;” rather it should be an opportunity for students to write.  However, do collect students’ writing at the end of the writing time to assess.  You can explain that you want to read their stories – however much of the story they wrote is fine – so that you can better plan for your teaching.
4. Once the writing time is over, be sure that each booklet contains the child’s name and the date. 
5. Look at these pieces of writing alongside the Narrative Writing Learning Progression or Rubric to notice specific techniques and qualities that are in the writing and that you will need to teach.
6. At the end of October or early November, you’ll redo this assessment, saying exactly the same things and providing the same conditions, and then watching to see how much your children have grown in that time.
7. These September and late October/early November writing pieces would be wonderful samples to share with parents at conferences to discuss children’s growth.


Adapted from A Quick Guide To Teaching Second-Grade Writers with the Units of Study by Lucy Calkins, pp. 2-3

