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	Grade 2
Unit Overview
The How-To Guide for Nonfiction Writing

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Writing in areas of expertise
· Noticing, naming and trying out craft moves in nonfiction books

· Writing long to teach readers a lot of information

· Setting goals and making plans

· Considering information the audience wants to know

· Helping readers picture information

· Writing leads to grab the audience’s attention

· Making writing interesting and clear

· Presenting information in different ways to write different kinds of nonfiction books

· Offering helpful feedback to partners

· Editing and revising nonfiction writing 

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)

·   2, 5, 6, 8
Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
Language Standards (L)

· 1, 2, 3, 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Writing lots of nonfiction books quickly

· Writing for an audience

· Writing nonfiction books of all kinds 

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· The How-To Guide for Nonfiction Writing by Valerie Geschwind and Jennifer DeSutter with Lucy Calkins, series editor, from the Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing, Grade 2
· Online resources at Heinemann.com. See the directions on page xi of the unit for a specific code needed to gain access to the online resources accompanying this unit. 

	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	· Familiar nonfiction authors such as Gail Gibbons and Seymour Simon
· Nonfiction texts students are reading during Reading Workshop
· Extreme Sports by Sean Finnegan

· a few books that represent each of the different kinds of nonfiction, such as how-to books (a suggested mentor is How to Be a Baby by Me, the Big Sister by Sally Lloyd-Jones), question-and-answer books (a suggested mentor is Why o Dogs Bark? By Joan Holub, and stories that teach (a suggested mentor is Growing Frogs by Vivien French

	Tips for the Unit
	· You will want to remind students about all they know about nonfiction writing.  It may be helpful to borrow anchor charts from grade 1 nonfiction writing units to help with this.  Because students are coming with knowledge about writing nonfiction, they will not focus on structuring one book about one area of expertise, as they have done in the past.  Instead, they will write long across many books in each bend, moving through the writing process with as much independence in nonfiction as they do in fiction.  

· Support volume in this unit. Expect students to write two to three nonfiction pieces in each bend, for a total of six to nine pieces in the whole unit.  The authors of the unit explain, “the books that students write in Bend I will be more draft-like as they work to warm up their nonfiction writing muscles, while the books they create in Bend II will be more developed.  Then in Bend III, we recommend that students try more than one different kind of book so that they really get to flex their nonfiction writing muscles.”

· This unit really supports independence and flexibility.  It truly guides the writer across many pieces, rather than one piece of writing.  By the end of the unit, students are also learning to take their ideas and knowledge and present it in different ways.

· Before beginning Bend III, you may want to use a bit of your read-aloud time to start to familiarize students with the kinds of texts they will create in Bend III.  For a list of recommended nonfiction books, see the online resources. 
· This unit also helps to develop students knowledge about author’s craft, as well as how the audience can impact an author’s decision.  Again, doing this work across many pieces in the unit will help this new knowledge become part of students’ independent repertoires to carry into later units, specifically the Lab Reports and Science Books unit later in the year.

	Materials and Resources
	· Your own teacher writing to use in your teaching during minilesson, conferences, and small groups.  See the last paragraph on page x for suggestions on what to create to make the most of your limited time!
Student: 

· Writing Folder (preferably a two-pocket folder with one side labeled “Done” and the other side labeled “Still Working” or “In Progress” and one with grommets in the middle to hold resource sheets (e.g. list of texts created, individual word wall list)

· Post-its and Tiny Topics notepads tucked inside folders
Teacher:

· Writing Folder for modeling

· Teacher-generated writing for modeling (see page x)
Writing Center:

· Different types of paper (landscape/portrait orientation, fully lined/lined and picture space, Table of Contents page, plain paper for designing based on content of book); paper samples can be found on the online resources
· Tools for creating books (stapler, stapler remover, glue stick for revisions, revision strips, etc.)

Anchor charts, co-constructed with students, that support brainstorming, generating seed ideas, revision and editing strategies

	Assessment
	· Baseline informational prompt: http://ppsgrade2.weebly.com/assessment1.html.  You will want to administer this before beginning the unit to inform your instruction, and then administer it again at the end of the unit to document student progress.

	Celebrations
	· Provide children with an opportunity to share their writing with an authentic audience, since the work of this unit has developed your students’ abilities to consider their audience.
· For a celebration idea in which writers hold a learning expo, see pages 145 – 147.  Invitations can be sent to both families and classrooms around the school.  Students can pick one published piece and consider how to celebrate the teaching inside of it. This is a wonderful opportunity to incorporate some of Erik Palmer’s PVLEGS!



