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	Grade 2
Unit Overview
Readers Can Read About Science Topics to Become Experts

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Building up a base of knowledge on a topic
· Considering how one section of a text is related to the whole topic

· Reading small sections of text and stopping to think about how we will teach our partner about the information

· Determining the main ideas of each part of a text

· Telling the main idea in a phrase rather than a word

· Using background knowledge and experiences to understand reading about a topic

· Using the information we learn from text features to understand the big ideas of a text

· Identifying important ideas to share with partners 

· Collecting and using the words we learn when talking about our topic

· Noticing similar and different information across different texts on the same topic

· Noticing similar and different information across different texts on the same topic

· Sharing evidence for our thinking with book clubs

· Preparing for book clubs by identifying big ideas for discussion

· Noticing when information from one author contradicts with information from another author

· Wondering and questioning while reading

· Noticing when what we think we know contradicts with what an author is saying

· Bringing different types of questions to book clubs

· Brining questions from our science inquiry to reading about the topic

· Formulating questions from our science reading that we want to explore more deeply in science or writing workshop

	Key CCSS Standards
	Reading for Information Standards (RI)
·   1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10
Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
Language Standards (L)

· 1, 2, 4, 5, 6

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· “Readers Can Read About Science Topics to Become Experts” from A Curricular Calendar for the Reading Workshop, Grade 2 by Lucy Calkins and the TCRWP staff
**This unit can support your content area teaching.  Although this particular unit focuses on forces and motion as the topic about which students study, the teaching points in the unit can be adapted to any topic. 

This unit will align best with the Informational Writing About Science unit in the writing workshop if you start the unit in reading about a week or so before starting the unit in writing. See the tab on the literacy coach website under the writing workshop, Information Writing About Science, for resources that align to this reading unit. This unit also assumes students are conducting experiments during their science lessons on the topics about which they are reading.  The writing, reading, and science units are all intertwined, allowing you to truly immerse your students in an interdisciplinary unit.  See Jen or Natalie for more specific suggestions as you plan these units.
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