November 2016

	Grade 2
Unit Overview
Reading and Role Playing: Fairy Tales, Folktales, Fables and Fantasy

	Focus Teaching Points
	Thinking, talking, and writing about reading:

· Working with partners to reenact parts of books
· Reading as a storyteller
· Reenacting parts of the books as we listen

· Using facial expressions and body gestures to look and sound like the character

· Noticing details and clues to help us understand our characters

· Empathizing, envisioning and inferring to help understand characters

· Using interpretations of a character’s thoughts/feelings to act like them
· Keeping notes about characters to prepare for acting

· Rereading to build fluency

· Using specific examples from the text and precise words to support interpretation of characters 

· Thinking like directors—considering HOW a character might act 

· Knowing the difference between a feeling and a trait and using evidence to support our theories about feelings/traits

· Understanding and discovering different personality types and archetypes in children’s literature (e.g. villain, hero, sidekick, wise advisor)

· Noticing patterns of behavior in these archetypes

· Using what we know about types of characters to predict what will happen

· Noticing familiar character types in fairy tales, folktales, fables and fantasy
· Considering the lesson or message of the stories we read
· Comparing and contrasting lessons across texts

	Key CCSS Standards
	Reading Standards for Literature (RL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills (RF)

· 3, 3a-3f, 4, 4a-4c

Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Language Standards (L)

· 1, 3, 4 (a, c, d), 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Stepping into the magical world of fairy tales, folktales, fables and fantasy
· Using literary language and vocabulary

· Discovering predictable characters

· Comparing and contrasting lessons that stories convey

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· “Reading and Role-Playing: Fairy Tales, Folktales, Fables and Fantasy” from the If. . .Then. . .Curriculum, K-2 from the Units of Study for Teaching Reading (Calkins, 2015). See pages 118-146)

	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	· Start with classic fairy tales or folktales, as well as modern variations.  You may want to choose two to three fairy tales and read multiple versions, beginning with a simple, classic version and then moving into more complex versions and finally adaptations. Suggestions of these modern tales include: 

· Cinderella, James Marshall
· Prince Cinders, by Babette Cole

· Paper Bag Princess, Robert Munsch

· Violet the Pilot, by Steve Breen

· Little Red Riding Hood, by Lisa Campbell Ernst
· This unit also involves multiple genres, so you will want to select read-alouds that highlight the different types.  For example, for fantasy, you could select, Imogene’s Antlers, by David Small or Uni the Unicorn, by Amy Krouse Rosenthal.

	Tips for the Unit
	· This unit connects reading to drama. As a favorite of many second grade teachers, this unit engages students in reading new and familiar stories with rich characters and provides opportunities for children to engage more deeply in these stories through storytelling and drama. Beneath the surface, this unit also ramps up the level of critical thinking as children analyze author’s craft, compare and contrast stories and pay close attention to the lessons within them.

· In Bend I you will begin the unit by letting your students know that they “won’t just be talking about characters” they will “get to be them!” Read the explanation for this first bend on pages 123-129 to see how the unit unfolds and to envision how you will send children off for independent practice.  This first bend also helps children return in an authentic way to inferring characters’ feelings.  See the chart on page 125 to illustrate new vocabulary.  This chart is also found under Teaching Resources for this unit. Within this first bend you can also draw children’s attention to the settings of their stories and build their language for describing the setting to their partners.

· Of course this unit will also include drawing children’s attention to magic and other fantastical elements of the books they are reading.  You can create a chart with children throughout the unit that lists some of the magical elements you discover.  You can also see a sample chart under Teaching Resources that you can use.  What is important to emphasize here is that magic plays a key role in how characters relate to each other, how they deal with problems, and how the story unfolds.  This is an important distinction in the CCSS and as children progress through the grades--the goal is not to be able to name the elements, but to be able to explain why the magical element is important to the story
· Bend II closely connects what children know about writing narratives to helping them read narratives using their best “storytelling voices.” Children will read their books with a greater attention to literary language, especially paying attention to the author’s word choice and the way in which language is used to convey mood.  This attention to language will help children read their stories with expression, intonation and a dramatic flair!
· Bend III focuses on character types.  Here’s where children will begin to see that character types found in traditional literature (in overt ways!) often serve as the basis for the types of characters they will find in other types of literature.  What they will also discover, however, is that in traditional literature these characters are often one-dimensional, not the nuanced characters, they can expect as they move into more complex fiction. 

· In Bend IV, the final bend, children learn to “unearth the lessons and messages stories convey (p. 138)” and they make comparisons across texts. As children consider life lessons, they also consider the characters’ motivations and actions and how characters’ actions impact their stories.
· In addition to engaging children in dramatic storytelling throughout the unit, you may also decide to incorporate Reader’s Theater.  Storytelling and Reader’s Theater provide opportunities for children to “walk in their characters’ shoes” and illustrate greater understanding with fluency, expression and intonation.
· Students should continue to build stamina with just-right fiction titles and should also have opportunities to continue to occasionally read nonfiction texts to continue to apply strategies from the previous unit.  
· See the list of Possible Teaching Points listed on pages 143-146.  While we recommend that you select teaching points that address each bend in the unit, please consider this list as a menu of possibilities only.  These teaching points may be used as whole-class mini-lessons, mid-workshop teachings and for conferences and small-group work.
· Finally, continue to incorporate writing about reading into the reading block.  Children can write their opinions about the characters and life lessons learned by these characters (both within and by comparing/contrasting across texts) through jotting, blogging and through writing more developed responses.

	Classroom Library
	· During this unit, children should be prepared to spend a majority of the independent reading block with a collection (bag, bin, basket) of books at their “just right” level, collections that contain a number of fiction books with rich characters. You may also at times incorporate scripts and plays. 
· For a portion of the reading block, children should also be able to choose among different genres, topics, authors, and formats.
· The classroom library should have a range of texts in terms of complexity, genre, authors and length to appeal to the diversity of readers in your classroom
· Books can be organized by author, genre, text type

· Some portion of the library may be leveled.

	Materials and Resources
	· Read-alouds that inspire rich conversations
· Reading Folders for students to hold a reading log appropriate to beginning second grade
· Charts related to routines and expectations for Reading Workshop, particularly expectations related to independent reading and partner conversations
· Active engagement anchor charts 

	Assessment
	· One of the ways in which you can focus this unit, and help prepare your students for the demands of third grade, is to help your students notice, recognize and identify life lessons found in the stories they read.  Since traditional tales often contain overt life lessons learned by the characters, this is a perfect place to help children develop an “eye” for the lessons in their stories.  

	Celebrations
	· The celebration suggested in the unit is a mini-inquiry and discussion about the differences between fairy tales, folktales, fables and fantasy.  By the end of the unit, your students will have had experiences with all four genres through read-aloud and shared reading as well as independent reading.  Rather than TELLING kids up front about the characteristics or differences among genres, have children wrap up the unit by sharing what they’ve discovered and noticed!


