November 2016

	Grade 2
Unit Overview
Studying Characters and Their Stories

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Keeping careful track of characters while reading
· Retelling chunks of text as we read; using post-its as a tool to capture thinking
· Previewing before reading and revising predictions/understandings as we read
· Using pictures (when appropriate) to gather information about characters’ feelings and to get a “sneak peek” about what will happen 
· Paying particular attention to the first chapter of new books: identifying the main character(s), the setting and recalling the big events so far; rereading to confirm understandings
· Rereading for fluency (expression, phrasing, intonation, with attention to punctuation)
· Inferring characters’ thoughts and feelings in reaction to events
· Getting to know characters’ personalities (traits) by noticing patterns in their behavior
· Reading with questions in mind about the character and the story; pausing to consider possible answers to those questions 
· Reflecting at the end of the story: how has the character changed?
· Planning for partner conversations: considering favorite parts, funny parts, confusing parts and lingering questions
· Understanding how the parts of the book fit together
· Empathizing with characters by paying attention to their motivations, troubles and “heart’s desires”
· Noticing and understanding when characters act “out of character” 
· Noticing that characters are complicated, not just “one way”
· Applying the tricky word strategies we already know to hard parts of books
· Thinking about what caused characters to change and considering the lessons they may have learned
· Rereading the ending to better understand how challenges were resolved or what characters may have realized or learned
· Predicting from the start possible problems that characters will face and possible ways in which the problems may get resolved
· Comparing and contrasting books 
· Learning alongside characters

	Key CCSS Standards
	Reading Standards for Literature (RL)
· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
Reading Standards: Foundational Skills (RF)
· 3, 3a-3f, 4, 4a-4c
Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)
· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
Language Standards (L)
· 1, 3, 4 (a, c, d), 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Studying characters before, during and after their reading
· Getting to know characters even when it’s hard
· Studying how characters grow and change

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· Study
· “Studying Characters and Their Stories” from the online resources connected to the Units of Study for Teaching Reading, Grade 2 found at heineman.com.  You will find this unit under the tab labeled If-Then. 

	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	· [bookmark: _GoBack]Suggested mentor texts for teaching character, grade 2: http://ppsgrade2.weebly.com/mentor-texts2.html

	Tips for the Unit
	“In the late fall and early winter, many second-graders will be reading early chapter books and longer stories (levels H–L) whose characters display distinct traits, feelings, and wants, and whose storylines introduce and then resolve some sort of trouble. The number of pages children must now synthesize is more than what they were accustomed to in earlier levels, and the vocabulary they encounter is more complex. Students can be expected to understand books at higher levels of comprehension (more inferential than literal), and to practice higher-level thinking with more independence than ever before. Your main role will be to support children as they work hard to infer about characters and dig deep into their stories.” (Excerpted from the Introduction to the Unit, page 1)

· This unit can be found online at heinemann.com under the If-Then tab.  Because this is a streamlined unit, and not a sequence of fully developed sessions, we highly recommend that you read the unit as a whole before selecting from the possible sequence of teaching points found at the end of the unit. The overview provides a summary of the unit as well as information about gathering materials, assessing students, and targeting goals for the needs of your students.
· When planning for the unit, provide your students with opportunities to apply all of the skills they are learning in increasingly complex texts.  As you move up the ladder of complexity, you will find that characters and the plot become more complex—demanding more inferential and abstract thinking from your readers.  The minilessons you choose and the work you do in small groups will help your students grapple with the demands of these texts. 
· You will find prompts suggested in the unit help students with the complexity of some of the teaching points.  For example, one important goal for students as they move into upper grades is to consider how “parts of the text fit with the whole.”  This abstract idea becomes more tangible with the following prompts for thinking and conversation:
· This chapter fits with the last because . . .
· Throughout the whole book . . .
· Across the story . . .
· This whole book is mostly about . . .
· This unit moves well beyond teaching about character feelings and traits and pushes children to notice how characters can be complicated, just like people in real life. For example, children will learn to consider characters’ motivations and challenges; they will learn to track character change and feelings over time and they will grow ideas about lessons learned. This unit also prepares students for future units across the year related to reading narratives. 
· To help students grapple with problems/obstacles characters face and the lessons they learn, these prompts can help:
· What was the problem or trouble that the character faced? 
· How did the character solve her problem? 
· Did she learn something from that? 
· How did the character get into the problem or trouble in the first place? 
· What could she have done differently? 
· What would you have done differently?”
· Children will also learn to focus on determining importance as they learn to retell stories that are increasingly longer in length.
· Continue with read-aloud and shared reading throughout this unit.
· See the Assessment section below for assessments that you can do as before, during and after the unit.

	Classroom Library
	· During this unit, children should be prepared to spend a majority of the independent reading block with a collection (bag, bin, basket) of books at their “just right” level, collections that contain a number of fiction books with rich characters.  In addition to physical copies of these just right books, digital collections can also be created and accessed through Storia.
· The classroom library should have a range of texts in terms of complexity, genre, authors and length to appeal to the diversity of readers in your classroom
· Books can be organized by author, genre, text type
· Some portion of the library may be leveled.

	Materials and Resources
	· Read-alouds that inspire rich conversations
· Reading Folders for students to hold a reading log appropriate to beginning second grade
· Charts related to routines and expectations for Reading Workshop, particularly expectations related to independent reading and partner conversations
· Active engagement anchor charts 

	Assessment
	· See suggestions for Assessment on pages 3-4 of the unit.  
· Please check back to the Assessment tab for this unit for a sample “stop and jot” assessment you can do with Iris and Walter by Elissa Haden Guest (or another book you choose for a read-aloud).  This task can be used as pre-assessment, post-assessment, or even a mid-way check-in to determine students’ understanding of some of the teaching points at the heart of this unit.
· BAS
· Running Records
· Anecdotal notes of comprehension conversations

	Celebrations
	· You might have children create a simple timeline of a favorite character, how he or she approached a challenge and learned from it, and then retell the story. A low-key celebration would be to ask reading partners to introduce another pair of reading partners to their main character, the challenge she or he faced, and how she or he worked through it.
· For other suggestions, see page 18 of the unit.



	
